9

CV of  Dr Shanta Dutta    

I) Educational Qualifications :

a) I.C.S.E. from Auxilium Convent School, Dum Dum, in Dec. 1976.

b) Higher Secondary from Loreto Day School, Bowbazar, in June 1979.
c) B.A. Hons in English from Presidency College (University of Calcutta) in 1982; stood first in First Class, with 64% marks.
d) M.A. in English from University of Calcutta in 1984 (held in 1985); stood first in First Class, with 66.5% marks.

e) M.Phil. in English from University of Calcutta in 1988-89; stood first (no classes awarded) with 67.5% marks.

f) Ph.D. in English from the University of Leicester, U.K., in 1996.

g) Post-doctoral research as Visiting Fellow at Yale University, USA, in 2011.

II) Awards / Scholarships etc :

a) Scindhia Gold Medal from Presidency College, Kolkata, and several book prizes from Presidency College and University of Calcutta for B.A. results. 
b) Gold Medal and book prizes from University of Calcutta for M.A. results.

c) 2 year National Scholarship from the Govt of India for studying M.A.

d) 3 year Commonwealth Academic Staff Scholarship for doing Ph.D. in U.K.    (Oct. 1993 - Sept. 1996).

e) Research grant from Arts Budget Centre Research Committee, University of Leicester, U.K.

f) A bursary of £ 500 (along with free B&B accommodation) from the ‘Thomas Hardy Society’, U.K., to attend, as a special invitee, the 14th International Thomas Hardy Conference held at Dorchester (U. K.) in July 2000.

g) Fulbright-Nehru Senior Research Fellowship (for six months i.e. 28 Feb to 27 Aug 2011) for post-doctoral research at Yale University, USA.

III) Teaching/ administrative Experience :

a) Part-time Lecturer in English at Rabindra Bharati University from Jan. to May 1986.

b) Full-time Lecturer in English at Loreto College, Kolkata, from 1 July 1986 to 31 October 1986.

c) Full-time Lecturer in English at Rabindra Bharati University from 

      1 November 1986 to 4 February 1999; on 1 July 1993, promoted to rank of

      Senior Lecturer.

d) Honorary Guest Lecturer in the Dept of English, University of Calcutta, 1992 - 1993.

e) On 5 February 1999, joined Jadavpur University as Reader in the Dept of English; on 5 Feb 2007, promoted to rank of Professor at JU. Head of the Dept of English from 3 Sept 2011 to 31 July 2012.
f) Joined Presidency University as Professor in English on 1 Aug 2012. Head of Dept of English from 1 Aug 2012 to 16 Oct 2015. Served as Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences from July to Oct 2013 (Interim) and in full-term capacity from 4 Nov 2013 to 3 Nov 2016. 
IV) Publications :

(i)  Books:

a) 1996 Ph.D. thesis on Thomas Hardy published in May 2000 as Ambivalence in Hardy: A Study of His Attitude to Women. The publishers were Macmillan (U.K.) and St Martin's Press (U.S.A.) – now known as 'Palgrave'.

b) A Critical Edition of Thomas Hardy’s The Return of the Native (New Delhi: Worldview Publications, 2004). 

c) Paperback edition of Ambivalence in Hardy: A Study of his Attitude to Women (London, New York and New Delhi: Anthem Press, 2007).

(ii) Articles in Journals / chapters in books:
a) ‘Thomas Hardy and the Deceased Wife's Sister Marriage Bill’, The Thomas Hardy Journal, U.K., May 1995.

b) ‘Sue's Obscure Sisters’, The Thomas Hardy Journal, U.K., May 1996.

c) ‘Hardy's "General Preface": An Unwarranted Textual Revision’, The Thomas Hardy Journal, U.K., October 1996.

d) ‘The "Lovingkindness" of Hardy's Revising Hand’, The Thomas Hardy Journal, U.K., October 1996.

e) ‘A Possible Shakespearean Allusion in Two on a Tower’, The Thomas Hardy Journal, U.K., May 1997.

f) Two entries on ‘George Egerton’ and ‘Eliza Lynn Linton’, in the book Oxford Reader's Companion to Hardy ed. Norman Page (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000).

g) ‘Tree Obsession in Hardy and O. Henry’, in Days to Recollect: Essays in Honour of Robert Schweik ed. Rosemarie Morgan (New Haven, U.S.A.: The Hardy Association Press, 2000).

h) ‘Hardy’s Use of Animals in his “Novels of Character and Environment”,’ in Essays and Studies, Vol. XV (2001), Journal of the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, Kolkata.

i) ‘Hardy and his Mayor: A Gendering of Critical Response’, The Thomas Hardy Journal, U.K., May 2003. 

j) ‘Darwinism and Dystopia in H. G. Wells’, in Essays and Studies, Vol. XIX-XX, Journal of the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, 2005-6.

k) ‘ ”Murther and Treason”: A Case for the Possible Influence of Macbeth on Jude the Obscure’, in the Journal of the Department of English, University of Calcutta, 2006-7, (Professor Kajal Sengupta Memorial Volume).

l) ‘The Novel in Transition: Tradition and Innovation’, in Romanticism and its Legacies ed. Ralla Guha Niyogi (Kolkata: Fine Prints, 2009).

m) ‘The “Fallen Woman” in Gaskell’s Fiction: From the Margins to the Centre’, abstract published in proceedings of UGC seminar ‘Angel’ or ‘Fallen Woman’? Depiction of Women in the Literature of the Victorian Period eds. Manjari Ray and Oindrila Ghosh (Kolkata, 2009).

n) ‘George Egerton: Redefining “Woman” in Victorian Patriarchy’, in the book Moneta’s Veil: Essays on Nineteenth Century Literature ed. Malabika Sarkar (Delhi, Chennai and Chandigarh: Longman, an imprint of Pearson, 2010).

o) ‘ “Murther, and Treason”: The Possible Influence of Macbeth on Jude the Obscure’, reprinted in The Hardy Society Journal (Dorchester, UK), Vol. 6  No. 1, Spring 2010.

p) ‘Teaching Tess of the d’Urbervilles in Kolkata’, Victorian Review, Vol. 38, No. 1 (Spring 2012).

q) ‘A Long Neglected Hardy Poem “Raked Up”’, The Thomas Hardy Journal, U.K., Autumn 2013. 

r) ‘Bollywood Adaptations of Tess of the d’Urbervilles’, Literature Compass, Vol. 13, Issue 3 (March 2016), Special Issue on ‘Hardy: Diverse Audiences’.

V)        Special Lectures :

1) 4 lectures on Hardy's The Return of the Native at Presidency College, Kolkata, on 30 November and 7, 14 & 21 December 1998.

2) 2 lectures on 'Bibliography and Scholarly Methods' to M. Phil. students at Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata, August  1999.

3) 4 lectures on Hardy's The Mayor of Casterbridge at Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata, on 9, 16, 23 & 30 September, 1999.

4) Lecture on Hardy's The Woodlanders presented to 'English Study Centre' members (i.e. teachers of English at the Hons level), at British Council, Kolkata, on 28 April 2000. 

5) Lecture on Hardy's The Return of the Native at Basanti Devi College, Kolkata, on 23 February 2001.

6) Lecture on Hardy's Jude the Obscure to the PG students of University of Calcutta, on 30 July 2001.

7) Lecture on Thomas Hardy to Eng. Hons students at Loreto College, Kolkata, on 3 Sept 2001.

8) 4 lectures on In Memoriam and Tess of the d’Urbervilles at ‘Indian Institute of Social Welfare and Business Management’, Kolkata, in Nov 2002, to students of the Study Centre for the UPSC Civil Services (IAS etc.) Exam.

9) Two lectures on Hardy’s The Return of the Native to Hons students at Presidency College, Kolkata, on 2 & 9 Dec 2004.
10) Lecture on Thomas Hardy’s novels to English Hons students at Herambachandra College, Kolkata, on 13 April 2005.
11) Lecture on ‘Folklore, superstition and the non-rational in Hardy’s Fiction’, delivered to Hons students of the Dept of English, Bethune College, Kolkata, on 29 Dec 2006.

12)  8 lectures on Hardy’s Tess of the d’Urbervilles to PG students of Presidency College, Kolkata, in Nov-Dec 2007.
13)  6 lectures on Hardy’s Jude the Obscure to PG students of Bethune College, Kolkata, in April 2008.
14)  6 lectures on Hardy’s Tess of the d’Urbervilles to PG students of Presidency College, Kolkata, in Dec 2008.
15)  6 lectures on Hardy’s Jude the Obscure to PG students of Bethune College, Kolkata, in April 2009. 

16) 6 lectures on Hardy’s Tess of the d’Urbervilles to PG students of Presidency College, Kolkata, in Dec 2009.
17) 6 lectures on Hardy’s Jude the Obscure to PG students of Bethune College, Kolkata, in April 2010.
18) 6 lectures on ‘Anna Karenina’ to PG students of the University of Calcutta in Aug-Sept 2010.

19) 5 lectures on ‘Anna Karenina’ to PG students of the University of Calcutta in Nov 2011.

20) 6 lectures on Hardy’s Tess of the d’Urbervilles to PG students of Presidency College, Kolkata, in Dec 2011. 
21) 4 lectures on Jude the Obscure to PG students of Jadavpur University in Nov 2016.
VI)    Refresher Courses:

1) Lecture on Hardy's novels at UGC sponsored Refresher Course in the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 'Literature and Society in the Nineteenth Century', (19 January 1998).

2) Lecture on Fanny Burney's fiction at UGC sponsored Refresher Course in the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 'Literature and Thought, 1660-1789', (16 February 1999). 

3) Lecture on ‘Narrative Strategies in the Fiction of Thomas Hardy’ at UGC sponsored Refresher Course entitled ‘Re-readings: 18th and 19th c Literature and Culture’ held in the Dept of English, University of Calcutta on 24 August 2001. 

4) Lecture on ‘Literature, Culture and Society: The Arnoldian Position’ at UGC sponsored Refresher Course on ‘Literature, Politics and Culture’ held in the Dept of English, Jadavpur University  (Academic Staff College), on 25 Jan 2002.

5) Lecture on ‘Suffrage and the “New Woman” ’ at UGC sponsored Refresher Course on ‘Literature, Politics and Culture’ held in the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 25 Jan 2002.

6) Lecture on ‘Women and Society in the Poetry of Thomas Hardy’ at UGC sponsored Refresher Course on ‘Poetry: Text and Context’, organized by the Dept of English, University of Calcutta, on 19 Dec 2003.

7) Lecture entitled ‘Figures of Patriarchy: Masculinist Readings Vs Feminist (Mis?)readings’ at UGC sponsored Refresher Course on ‘Literary Theory/ Critical Practice’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 23 Feb 2004.

8) Lecture on ‘Narrative Strategies in the Fiction of Thomas Hardy’ at UGC sponsored Refresher Course on ‘Fiction/Fictionality’, organized by the Dept of English, University of Calcutta, on 25 Nov 2004.

9) Lecture on ‘Nineteenth Century Theorizing on the Novel across the Atlantic’ at UGC sponsored Refresher Course on ‘World Literatures in English’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 2 March 2005.

10) Lecture entitled ‘Egotists Sublime in Prose: Lamb, Hazlitt and DeQuincey’ at UGC

      sponsored Refresher Course on ‘Romanticism’, organized by the Dept of English, 

      Jadavpur University, on 24 Feb 2006. 

11) Lecture on ‘Victorian Literature and its Romantic Inheritance’ at UGC sponsored

      Refresher Course on ‘Romanticism’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur

      University, on 27 Feb 2006. 
12) Lecture entitled ‘Dwarfed by Infinity: The Impact of Geology on Victorian

      Literature’ at UGC sponsored Refresher Course on ‘Time, Text and Narrative’,

      organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 12 March 2008. 

13) Lecture on ‘Ruskin and the Ideal of Womanhood’ at UGC sponsored Refresher

      Course on ‘Literature and Thought’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur

      University, on 10 Feb 2009.

14) Lecture on ‘Reading as Performance’ at UGC sponsored Refresher Course on ‘From       

      MS to MS Word: Readers and Reading’, organized by the Dept of English, 
      Jadavpur University, in Jan 2010.

15) Lecture on ‘The Woman Reader’ at UGC sponsored Refresher Course on ‘From       

      MS to MS Word: Readers and Reading’, organized by the Dept of English, 
      Jadavpur University, in Jan 2010.

16) Lecture on ‘The “Ruined Maid” as represented in the art and literature of the 
      Victorian period’ at the Refresher Course on ‘19th Century Representations in 
      History & Culture’, organized by the Dept of English, University of Calcutta, on 19 
      Nov 2011.

17) Lecture on ‘Tess and its Adaptations’ at UGC sponsored Refresher Course on ‘Texts 
      and their Afterlives’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 25 
      Nov 2011.

18) Lecture on ‘The Austen Legacy’ at UGC sponsored Refresher Course on ‘Texts and 
      their Afterlives’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 2 Dec 
      2011.

19) Lecture on ‘Public Spaces, Private Destinies: The Novels of Thomas Hardy’ at UGC  

      sponsored Refresher Course on ‘Fictional Spaces: Texts and Contexts’, organized by 
      the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 6 Dec 2012.

20) Resource Person/evaluator at seminar paper reading session in Refresher Course  

      on ‘20th Century Theory and Praxis’, organized by the Dept of English, University   

      of Calcutta, on 21 Dec 2012.
VII)    Seminars (papers presented):
1) Paper on ‘Hardy's short stories of the 1890s’ at a seminar on 'Hardy in the Nineties', held at University College Worcester (deemed University), U.K., on 16 March 1996.
2) Paper on ‘Hardy and his Mayor: A Gendering of Critical Response’ at a DSA national seminar on ‘Re-locating the Victorians’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, in March 2002.

3) Lecture on ‘The Fallen Women in Victorian Fiction’ at a seminar on ‘The Portrayal of Women in Victorian Fiction’ organized by Vivekananda College for Women, Kolkata, on 2 Dec 2002.

4) Lecture on ‘Hardy’s representation of women in his fiction’, at a seminar entitled ‘Hardy in Perspective’, organized by Dum Dum Motijheel College, Kolkata, on 11 April 2003.
5) Paper on ‘Darwinism and Dystopia in H. G. Wells’ at a DSA national seminar on ‘Utopias and Dystopias’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 26 March 2004.
6) Paper on ‘Intimations of Mortality: The Evolutionary Impact on Victorian Literature’, at an international seminar on ‘Nineteenth Century British Literature: Text and Context’, organized by the Dept of English, Burdwan University, on 13 Feb 2007. 

7) Presented a paper entitled ‘Dorothy Wordsworth: Silent Muse, Silenced Artist’ at the annual international seminar organized by the Centre for Studies in Romantic Literature, Kolkata, on 7 Feb 2008. 

8) Presented a paper entitled ‘The Novel in Transition: Tradition and Innovation’ at a seminar on ‘Romantic, Victorian, Modern: Convergences and Divergences’, held in the Dept of English, Basanti Devi College, Kolkata, on 4 April 2008. 

9) Presented a paper entitled ‘The Darwinian Impact on Victorian Literature’ at a seminar on ‘A Review of Victorian Literature and its Impact on Contemporary Indian History’, held in the Dept of English, Maharani Kasiswari College, Kolkata, on 16 April 2008.
10)  Presentation entitled ‘The “Fallen Woman” in Gaskell’s Fiction: From the Margins to the Centre’, at a seminar on ‘ “Angel” or “Fallen Woman”? : Depiction of Women in the Literature of the Victorian Period’, organized by Nababallygunge Mahavidyalaya, Kolkata, on 16 Dec 2008.  
11)  Presented a paper entitled ‘Spaces of the Mind: a Reading of Hardy’s “Neglected” Novels’ at a national seminar on ‘Public and Private Space: Remembering Tolstoy and his Contemporaries in Fiction’, organized by the Dept of English & Other Modern European Languages, Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan, on 5-6 Dec 2009.

12)  Presented a paper entitled ‘The “Terrible Muses” and Victorian Fiction’ at an international conference on ‘The Expanding Universe: Science and Literature in the Nineteenth Century’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 6-8 Feb 2010.

13) Presented a paper entitled ‘The “measureless layers of history”: Hardy and Archaeology’ at an international annual conference on ‘Enduring Landscapes’, organized by the ‘Centre for Archaeological Studies & Training, Eastern India’, Kolkata, on 6 Nov 2012.

VIII)     Seminar sessions chaired:

a) Chaired post-lunch session of international seminar on ‘Food: Representation, Ideology and Politics’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 16 Nov 2006.

b) Chaired post-lunch session of national seminar on ‘Western Popular Literature and its Reception in India’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 19 Dec 2006.

c) Chaired post-lunch session of national Students’ seminar on ‘Encounters, Accidents, Events: Literary Modernities and the Representation of Culture’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 12 Feb 2007.

d) Chaired post-lunch session of the annual international conference organized by the ‘Centre for Studies in Romantic Literature’, Kolkata, on 14 Feb 2007. 

e) Chaired a session on ‘Hardy, Landscape and Modernity’, on 15 June 2007, at the ‘Hardy at Yale’ international Conference held at Yale University, USA, from 14 to 17 June 2007 (organized by ‘The Thomas Hardy association’).
f) Chaired the post-lunch session of the 2nd day (7 Nov. 2008) of the three-day international seminar entitled ‘On the Road: Writing Travel and Travellers’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University.

g) Chaired post-lunch session of the annual international conference organized by the ‘Centre for Studies in Romantic Literature’, Kolkata, on 5 Feb 2009.

h) Chaired post-tea session of 2nd day (19 March 2009) of two-day national Students’ seminar on ‘Representations of Science, Religion and Politics’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University.

i) Chaired post-lunch session of the annual international conference organized by the ‘Centre for Studies in Romantic Literature’, Kolkata, on 4 Feb 2010.

j) Chaired post-tea session on first day of the All India Students’ seminar, entitled ‘Performance, Text, Event’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 16-17 March 2010.

k) Organized an international Conference on ‘The Expanding Universe: Science and Literature in the Nineteenth Century’, Darwin Bicentenary Conference, at the Dept of English, Jadavpur University, on 6-8 Feb 2010.

l) Chaired two sessions, on ‘Hardy, Empire, and the Metropole’ and ‘Refusing Restraint in Hardy’s Fiction’, at the second ‘Hardy at Yale’ international Conference held at Yale University, USA, from 9 to 12 June 2011 (organized by ‘The Thomas Hardy association’).
m) Co-organized (with colleague Dr Souvik Mukherjee) an international Conference on ‘The Digital Humanities in India: Remediating Cultures and Texts’, at Presidency University, on 24 & 25 Sept 2012.
n) Chaired the post-lunch session on 18 Dec 2012, the first day of the 3-day international conference on ‘The Dickens World: Post-Imperial Readings’, organized by the Dept of English, Jadavpur University and the ‘Centre for Victorian Studies’, Jadavpur University (supported by the British Council).
IX)    Supervision of Research:

   a) Ph.D.:

1) Debashish Sengupta, ‘Man’s Quandary: The Problem of Masculine Response to the “Woman Question” in the Fiction of Thomas Hardy’. Thesis submitted in Nov 2006; Ph.D. degree awarded by Jadavpur University in 2007.
2) Mimi Basu, ‘The Ambivalent Representation of Women in the Fiction of Somerset Maugham’. Thesis submitted in Nov 2006; Ph.D. degree awarded by Jadavpur University in 2007. 

3) Oindrila Ghosh, ‘Less-than-perfect Mothers, Perfect Victims: A Study of Motherhood and Victimization of Women in Hardy’s Shorter Fiction’. Thesis submitted in Aug 2012; Ph.D. degree awarded by Jadavpur University in 2013.   

4) Mousumi Guha Banerjee, ‘ ”My worthiness is all my doubt”: The Anxiety of Female Authorship in Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Christina Rossetti and Emily Dickinson’. Thesis submitted in May 2014; Ph.D. degree awarded by Jadavpur University in 2015. 
5) Syeda Ayesha Ali, ‘Beyond Domesticity: Representations of Working Women in Victorian Fiction’. Thesis submitted in May 2014; Ph.D. degree awarded by Jadavpur University in 2015.   

6) Saswati Halder, ‘ “A Goodness Entirely Human”: The Influence of Feuerbach on George Eliot’s Fiction’. Thesis submitted in Sept 2016 at Jadavpur University.

7) Madhumita Majumdar, ‘The Bronte Novels: Anxiety, Rebellion and Varieties of Conservative Ideology’. Thesis submitted in Oct 2016 at Jadavpur University.
8) Parama Basu, Sensation Fiction. Work in progress at Jadavpur University.
9) Neelanjana Basu, Thomas Hardy’s Fiction. Work in progress at Presidency University.
b) M.Phil.:

1) Irene Saha, ‘ The “New Women”: Their Trials and Triumphs’. M.Phil. degree awarded by Jadavpur University in 2008.
2) Madhulina Bauri, ‘The Literary Portrayal of Unwed Motherhood in Victorian Fiction’. M.Phil. degree awarded by Jadavpur University in 2008.
3) Sangeeta Mukherjee, ‘The Representation of Female Sexuality in three Novels of the 1890s’. M.Phil. degree awarded by Jadavpur University in 2010.
4) Neelanjana Basu, ‘Stopping the Wedding Guest: A Study of the “Supernatural” in the Shorter Fiction of Thomas Hardy’. M.Phil. degree awarded by Jadavpur University in 2012.
5) Shantanu Majee, ‘Woman in a Man’s World: A Study of Mrs. Oliphant’s Life and Works’. M.Phil. degree awarded by Jadavpur University in 2012.
6) Daisy Majumdar, ‘The Religion of Loving-kindness: Thomas Hardy’s Perspective on Religion in his Novels’. M.Phil. degree awarded by Jadavpur University in 2013.
   X)    Membership of Academic Bodies:
a) Former Member of 'The Thomas Hardy Society' (global; based in Dorchester,   

        U.K.).

b) Honorary Life-member and one of the Vice-Presidents of 'The Thomas Hardy 

            Association' (global; based in Yale, U.S.A., till June 2010; shifted to Univ. of St 

            Andrews, U.K., from July 2010).

c) Formerly External Expert, PG Board of Studies in English, Lady Brabourne  
      College.

d) Formerly External Expert, Departmental Research Committee, Dept of English, 
       Kalyani University.
e) External Expert, PG Board of Studies in English, Bethune College.

f) External Expert, 'Expert Committee for M.A. in English', The Bhawanipur 
       Education Society College.

